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Abstract 
 
The forced recruitment of men to fight for the German armed forces during the Second World 
War is a topic that is still treated with some ambivalence and the remembrance of the ?forced 
conscripts? has not found its way into the collective memory in all regions affected. This 
research project will seek to examine how forced recruitment is remembered in the studied 
territories of Luxembourg, Alsace-Lorraine and Eupen-Malmedy from 1945 to this day. From 
the different preconditions existing in these areas it is possible to formulate the hypothesis that 
in Luxembourg cultures of remembrance have been able to form in a national context, whereas 
remembrance of the forced recruitment in Eupen-Malmedy and Alsace-Lorraine was not able 
to enter the national commemorative memory of Belgium or France as it represented a 
particular experience of the population of these areas. The national connotation of the 
remembrance of forced recruitment is therefore the first study area. A second hypothesis is 
that the culture of remembrance of forced recruitment is shaped by other parameters, including 
the political and social framework conditions of the collective memory, the media participation 
of the groups of victims, the ability to pass on the memory to younger generations, and the 
religious identity of the respective society (cf. Corneli?en 2003).The overarching question that 
the research project asks is: To what extent are the cultures of remembrance of the regions 
affected unconnected in a national or regional setting and to what extent are they bound in a 
transnational linked body of remembrance?In terms of method, a differentiated body of sources 
will be drawn upon, covering individual processes of remembrance (by incorporating interviews 
with witnesses from the time) right through to collective forms of remembrance (by analysing 
discourse in newspapers, political debates and publications of the group of victims). 
 


